
10-36 Ouramachi, Nagasaki City, Nagasaki 850-0918

TEL.095-824-4022  FAX.095-824-4025

▶ Tram: Get off at “Oura Church” stop, 3 minutes on foot
▶ Nagasaki Bus: Get off at “Oura Church,” 3 minutes on foot
◎ There is no dedicated parking. Please use a nearby paid parking lot.
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Confucius (551–479 BCE) was a philosopher of China’s Spring and Autumn 
period and the founder of Confucianism. His given name was Kong Qiu, and 
he was also known by his courtesy name Zhongni. Confucius emphasized 
the values of benevolence (ren), righteousness (yi), propriety (li), wisdom 
(zhi), and faithfulness (xin), promoting ethics that applied to both individuals 
and society. His teachings were compiled in the Analects, which were 
preserved and disseminated by his disciples. The philosophy of Confucius 
has profoundly influenced not only Chinese civilization but also the cultures 
and educational traditions throughout East Asia. Even today, it remains 
highly regarded as a moral and ethical foundation.

The Nagasaki Confucian Shrine is the only authentic Chinese-style 
Confucian shrine in Japan. It was established in 1893 through the 
cooperation of the Qing government and the local Chinese community in 
Japan. The complex features a series of beautifully designed structures 
reflecting traditional Chinese architectural styles and forms a cultural 
complex together with the adjacent Chinese Historical Museum. The 
museum area exhibits historical materials and traditional crafts that 
illuminate Chinese history and culture from ancient to modern times. It is 
also a unique spot where visitors can experience the distinctive cultural 
charm of Nagasaki.
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■Event & Experience Information

【Bian Lian Face-Changing 
Performance (Irregular Schedule)】
Experience the magic of Bian Lian, a 
traditional Chinese performance art where 
faces transform in the blink of an eye—
changing from man to woman, or even to 
animals. Don't miss the dramatic dances that 
accompany each transformation!

【Hanfu Dress-Up Experience】
Try on traditional Hanfu attire with friends, 
family, or your partner! The museum grounds 
are full of perfect photo spots. —capture a 
memorable moment in Chinese attire. (1st 
floor of the museum / Fee required)

【Peking Opera Mask Painting】
In Peking Opera, the makeup worn by 
performers is called jing face painting, where 
each combination of lines and colors 
represents a specific character role.
Try painting your own original mask using 
vibrant patterns and colors. (1st floor of the 
museum / Fee required)

【Calligraphy Experience】
Try writing a famous Confucian quote or a 
meaningful  word to capture your t ravel  
memories. Sample texts are provided, so 
beginners can 
participate with 
ease. (1st floor 
of the museum / 
Fee required)

【Audio Guide】
The audio guide app provides in-depth 
explanations of the site on your own 
smartphone. If you don’t have a smartphone, 
rental devices are available. (Available at the 
entrance / Fee required)

【Prayer Items】
Confucius is also revered as a deity of 
learning. Many students and exam-takers visit 
the shrine to pray for academic success and 
passing their exams. A variety of prayer items 
are available, such as votive plaques (ema) 
and incense.

Open year-round
(However, the museum may close temporarily for exhibit changes or maintenance work.)

Admission Fee

Closed Days

Opening Hours

Individuals: adults ¥660, high school students ¥440, 
elementary and junio  school students ¥330
(Admission fees include tax and museum entrance.)
Groups (20 or more): adults ¥528, high school students ¥352, 
elementary and junior high school students ¥264

Confucius and the Confucian Shrine in Nagasaki

9:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. (Last entry at 5:30 p.m.)

Confucius Shrine Koushi-byo 
Historical Museum of China

Confucius Shrine Koushi-byo 
Historical Museum of China

Confucius Shrine Koushi-byo 
Historical Museum of China
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Entrance/Exit Gate

●❺Yi Gate
Yi Gate (Ceremonial Gate) is the main inner gate of 
the shrine.
The original structure was destroyed by a typhoon in 
the early Showa period and was rebuilt in 1967. It 
serves as the official second gate of the Confucian 
shrine.
In traditional Chinese architecture, shrine gates are 
built in odd numbers—typically three or more. The 
central gate is considered sacred and remains 
closed under normal circumstances, reserved 
exclusively for deities and emperors.

●❻Side Galleries
The corridors on either side are divided into East 
and West Galleries. Originally, these served as 
ancestral halls enshrining the disciples of Confucius 
who had attained distinction in both learning and 
virtue—those honored as scholars and sages.

●11Imperial Dragon Ramp
The central stone slab on the steps in front of Dacheng 

Hall is known as the Imperial Dragon Ramp. Carved 
with a pair of dragons, it is modeled after those 

found in the Forbidden City in Beijing. Like the Yi 
Gate, this ramp was reserved exclusively for 

deities and emperors. It is said that Qing 
Dynasty emperors would travel over it 

in a palanquin.
Dimensions: 150 cm wide, 273 

cm long, 60 cm thick; weight: 
6.0 tons.

●12Luduan
A mythical creature symbolizing 
good fortune, the luduan is often 
likened to a one-horned beast. 
According to legend, it accompanied 
Confucius and had the ability to 
distinguish truth from falsehood in 
spoken words. Weight: 2.5 tons.

●13Huabiao
A decorative pair of stone pillars traditionally erected in front of 
palaces and imperial mausoleums.
Each pillar features a Dragon—an imperial symbol—representing 
watchful guardianship: one overseeing state affairs, the other 
observing the lives of the people.

●15Wengzhong
This pair of stone figures is known as Wengzhong.
Though identical in face, one is depicted as a civil official holding a hu 
tablet, and the other as a military officer holding a sword—symbolizing 
a person who embodies both scholarly wisdom and martial strength. 
Weight: 0.8 tons.

●ASeated Statue of Confucius
Confucius was a philosopher born in 551 BCE in 
Qufu, in the state of Lu, during China's Spring and 
Autumn period. He passed away at the age of 72. 
This seated statue, consecrated in Qufu, stands 2 
meters tall—making it the largest of its kind in Japan. 
Revered as the deity of learning, Confucius continues 
to be worshipped by students who visit to pray for 
academic success and passing their entrance exams.

●16Dacheng Hall
The large wooden structure at the front is the main hall of the Confucian shrine, known as Dacheng 
Hall. Built in 1893, it has withstood over a century of weathering as well as the atomic bomb blast, 
preserving its traditional architectural style. It is a valuable cultural asset that connects the present to 
the past. The curtain under the eaves bears the inscription "You jiao wu lei" (有教無類), which 
translates roughly as "With education, there is no class distinction." It reflects Confucius's belief that 
anyone, regardless of status, can become a 
student, and that education holds the power to 
transform people and elevate society.
The pigeons on the rooftop, while seen today as 
symbols of peace, were considered disobedient 
and unruly in Confucius's time. Their presence 
here conveys the message that even those seen 
as difficult or unruly are welcome to learn and 
grow through education.

●14The Great Learning – Full Text
The stone stele in front of the Dacheng Hall bears the full 
text of The Great Learning, a Confucian classic.
It outlines, in clear and orderly fashion, the purpose and 
guiding principles for those who pursue scholarly study. 
On the reverse side is a poem composed by Emperor 
Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty, expressing his admiration 
for Confucius.

●❽The Seventy-Two Scholars
The stone statues in front of and alongside the side galleries 
represent the seventy-two eminent disciples of Confucius—
scholars well-versed in the Six Arts*.
Each statue is life-sized and weighs 1.8 tons. They were carved at 
an art workshop in Beijing based on historical records.
The name of each scholar is engraved on the front of the pedestal, 
while the sculptor's name appears on the reverse.

* The Six Arts
　The Six Arts represent the six essential 
disciplines cultivated by Confucius's disciples, 
reflecting excellence in virtue, intellect, and 
physical ability.

Virtue – Rites (lǐ), Music (yuè)
Intellect – Calligraphy (shū), Mathematics (shù)
Physical Skill – Archery (shè), Charioteering (yù)
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* The official set of decorative roof figures includes all of the following, but at this shrine, 
  Suanni8 and Hangshi 11are omitted.

●❾Nagasaki Confucian Shrine Historical Museum
Established in 1983 to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the shrine's founding, 
this museum is located on the same grounds as the Confucian shrine. The second 
floor houses a special exhibition room featuring cultural 
artifacts on loan from museums across China.

●❷Lingxing Gate
This is the main gate of the Confucian shrine. It is said to be the architectural origin of the Japanese torii gate.

●❸Kai Tree
Also known as the Confucius Tree, this species is traditionally planted at sites associated with Confucius.
The tree on the left is male, and the one on the right is female. Both were planted in 1893, the year the shrine 
was founded.

●❹Bixi
The pair of stone steles 
flanking the Yi Gate feature 
poems in praise of 
Confucius—one on the left by Wu 
Daozi of the Tang Dynasty, and one 
on the right by Mi Fu of the Song 
Dynasty. These steles are carried on the 
backs of mythological creatures known as 
Bixi, the eldest sons of the Dragon King, who 
are said to enjoy bearing heavy burdens.

Nagasaki Confucian Shrine Historical Museum

The Seventy-Two Scholars

●❼The Analects
The Analects is a collection of the sayings and dialogues of Confucius, compiled over a period of 50 to 
100 years after his death. It forms the foundational text of Confucianism as a system of thought. The 
work consists of 20 books, approximately 500 passages, and contains a total of 16,018 characters.
At this shrine, the entire text is engraved on marble from Hualien, Taiwan, and displayed along the walls 
of the Side Galleries.
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Pangong Gate
The small gate at the 
entrance of the Confucian 
shrine is called the Scholars’ 
Gate. The gate on the west side is 
known as the Pangong Gate.
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Because Confucius was regarded as equal in status to the emperor, the use of yellow 
glazed tiles was permitted for his shrine. Additionally, the red color used on pillars 

and doors symbolizes both protection against evil and celebration.

Roof Tile Colors Indicating Status
In imperial China, the color of roof tiles on palaces and shrine was legally regulated 
during the Qing Dynasty to signify the rank of the building’s occupant.

■Yellow — Reserved for the emperor’s palaces, mausoleums, and other imperial structures
      ■Green — Used for the residences and ancestral shrine of imperial princes and royal 
                          family members

●10Decorative Roof Tiles (Mythical Roof Animals) on 
Side Galleries
The ornamental tiles along the ridges of the two side galleries feature 
a series of mythical creatures symbolizing good fortune. These 
auspicious beasts are believed to protect the buildings from 
disasters such as fire.

●EQilin
The Qilin is a legendary auspicious creature in 
Chinese mythology, said to appear when a sage 
emerges in the world. Known for its deep sense of 
compassion, it is believed to tread so lightly that it 
does not harm grass or consume other living 
beings. Its appearance resembles a large deer with 
an ox's tail, horse's hooves, five-colored fur along 
its back, and a body covered in golden-yellow hair. 
The Qilin on the right is the male (Qi), and the one 
on the left is the female (Lin).

●1Immortal on a Phoenix
●2Dragon
●3Phoenix (Feng) — A sacred bird said to 
   appear in response to the emergence of a sage.
    Feng is male, and Huang is female.

●4Lion
●5Sea Horse
●6Heavenly Horse
●7Xiayu
●8Suanni — 
    A Type of Ancient Lion

●9Xiezhi — One-horned Beast
●10Douniu
●11Hangshi
●12Qiangshou — The sentinel of the 
    entire group

Dacheng Hall
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